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from the superior Aryan German if it is for his own
benefit.
Himmler is proud that his organisation has forced
the German people to work longer and harder than any
people in the world. He regards this as the greatest contri-
bution which he could have made towards Germany's
war effort.
But as the blockade increases Hitler's difficulties, as
the turning of the screw makes his people squeal and
whine, he must occupy himself with problems which
are more difficult to tackle than that of the oppressed
Germans.
With one look back at his people he tries to make use
of the one advantage which he can extract out of the
blockade. Goebbels is ordered to sound the propaganda
drums and tell the German people that Britain is trying
to starve "German women and children", that the hard-
ships which they must bear are of Britain's makings and
not Hitler's. "We would give the German people every-
thing if wicked Chamberlain did not try to starve us into
surrender." This slogan was effectively put over, in
spite of the doubts expressed by a few Nazi leaders, who
pointed out that this propaganda line contradicted the
current Nazi boast that "the Government has provided
for all contingencies".
But the German people can still be forced to accept
this double explanation: that wicked Britain is responsible
for its sacrifices and that there are sufficient foodstores
in the country to enable the war to be carried on for
years.
In the meantime, it does not help Hitler merely to
explain to the people that they must go short of food.
He feels the real pinch of blockade when he realises how
it is depriving him of his raw materials for war. And his